
 

Serena Braida is a London based writer, performer and performance maker. Her debut 
pamphlet BLUE SHEILA was published by Dancing Girl Press in 2018. Serena's work, 
both in Italian and English, has appeared or is forthcoming in Hotel, Orlando, Hotdog, 
Abbiamo le prove, Nuovi Argomenti and more, and in anthologies including Wretched 
Strangers (Boiler House Press 2018). Performances include the Festival of Italian 
Literature in London, Goldsmiths LitLive and the European Poetry Festival. Serena is 
currently specialising in Voice at the Royal Central School of Speech and Drama. 

 

Iris Colomb is a French artist, poet, curator, editor, and 
translator based in London. Her practice explores 
different relationships between visual and spoken forms 
of text, applying a design approach to poetic projects, 
which often involve experimental translation, 
performance, and artist books. 

Her poems have appeared in magazines such as 3:AM, 
Datableed, Erotoplasty, Zarf, and Tentacular, as well as 
in a number of UK anthologies including ‘Wretched 
Strangers’ (Boiler House Press, 2018). Her pamphlet ‘I'm 
Shocked’ come out with Bad Betty Press in 2018, and 
her co-translation (with Elliot Koubis) of The ‘Stories and 
Adventures of the Baron d'Ormesan’, a series of short 
stories by Apollinaire, came out in 2017. 

Iris has given individual, collaborative and interactive 
performances at a range of events in the UK, Austria and 
France. She has been resident artist and poet at the 
Centre For Recent Drawing, she is now the Co-Editor of HVTN Press, and a founding 
member of the interdisciplinary collective 'No Such Thing'. Her work has been showcased 
in the collective exhibition ‘We Fiddle While Rome Burns’ (Donetsk, 2014), sold at auction 
in Versailles (2015), and collected and exhibited by the National Poetry Library. 



 

 

Brandon Downing’s collections of poetry 
includeThe Shirt Weapon (2002), Dark Brandon 
(2005), AT ME (2010) and, most recently, Mellow 
Actions (2013).  

In 2007 he released a feature-length collection of 
short digital films, Dark Brandon: Eternal Classics, 
while a monograph of his literary collages from 
1996 to 2008, Lake Antiquity, was published by 
Fence Books in 2010.  

He has recently completed a sixteen-book cycle 
based around Euripides'The Bacchae. Originally 
from the San Francisco Bay Area in California, he 
has lived in New York City since 2001.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Claudiu Komartin is a Romanian poet and translator. His debut collection in 2003 
garnered critical acclaim, winning a number of literary prizes. In 2005 he published Circul 
domestic (Domestic Circus), which was awarded with the Romanian Academy Poetry 
Prize; he is the youngest poet to earn this distinction. More recently he has won the ‘Matei 
Brâncoveanu’ prize, ‘Book of the Year 2017’, and PEN Romania Award 2018. His work has 
been translated into a number of languages. He has been the editor of Poesis International 
since 2010, and has co-authored two plays. His translations have brought writers including 
Matthew Sweeney, Roberto Bolaño and Kurt Vonnegut into Romanian.  



 
Katalin LADIK (1942, Novi Sad, Yugoslavia) is a Hungarian poet, performance artist, 
actress, and visual artist. She lived and worked in Novi Sad until 1992, and since then 
alternately in Budapest, Hungary and on the island of Hvar, Croatia. 

Her oeuvre includes written, sound and visual poetry; visual art, concept photography, 
performance art; happenings; mail art; experimental music; theatre, film, and radio plays. 
The majority of her performances are in-between performance art and theatre. She 
presents her sound poetry accompanied by body art actions, vocal, and gestual 
improvisation. Her first works of poetry were published in 1962 in the literary magazines 
Híd (Bridge) and Symposion. She was a member of the neo-avant-garde literary group Új 
Symposion (New Symposion) in Novi Sad.  
 
She became widely known through her surreal and erotic poems. A great number (12) of 
her poetry volumes were published in her native language in Yugoslavia and Hungary, and 
in translation in Serbian, Croatian, English and French. Her poems also appeared in 
various magazines and anthologies worldwide, translated into English, Spanish, German, 
Italian, Polish, Bulgarian, Slovakian, Hindi, Chinese, Indonesian, Romanian, Macedonian, 
Rusyn, Serbian, Croatian and Slovenian. Her autobiographic novel entitled Élhetek az 
arcodon? (Can I Live on Your Face?) was published in 2007. 
 
Ladik has been invited to numerous international poetry festivals and her visual poetry 
works can be found in the collections of major international museums, e.g. the Museum of 
Modern Art (MoMA) in New York; the Tate Gallery in London; the Ludwig Museum – 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Budapest; the Kontakt Collection of Erste Bank Group and 
the Art Collection Sammlung Verbund in Vienna; Museum Sztuki, Lodz; and the Museum 
of Contemporary Art (MACBA) in Barcelona. 



 

 

 

 

Michael O’Mahony is a writer from Limerick living in 
London. He writes poems, essays, articles and more.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Norwegian poet Ottar Ormstad 
(yellowpoetry.com) was born and lives 
in Oslo, Norway. As a concrete poet, 
Ormstad is author of electronic poetry 
since 2006. In his works, Ormstad 
extends his originally print-based 
practice by moving to the realm of the 
networked programmable space. His 
works usually include electronic music 
or own piano improvisations, visual 
backgrounds such as self-produced b/w 
(darkroom-) photography, or live video 
footage, on which he stages his poetry.  

His works have been internationally 
screened and exhibited as part of 
experimental film and electronic 
literature festivals and conferences. He 
has exhibited and screened works at 
four E-Poetry Festivals, Videobardo 
(Argentina), Inside the Moment (US), 
Doctorclip (Rome), Oslo Screen 
Festival, Cologne OFF, Instants vidéo, 
Traverse Vidéo (Toulouse), Images 

Contre Nature (Marseille), Moscow International Film Festival, Schriftfilme 
(ZKM/Karlsruhe), Typemotion, FACT (Liverpool), and the Taiwan National Museum of Fine 
Arts. 
 
Since 2014 OTTAR Ormstad has collaborated with the Russian composer and musician 
TARAS Mashtalir under the name OTTARAS. Based on Ormstad’s visual poetry and 
Mashtalir’s music, the Russian video-makers Vojjov and Kalnberzin have created several 
works in two versions: one for screenings and one for performances. 

 
 



Russian composer Taras Mashtalir 
is a sonic artist based in New York.  
A classically trained musician turned 
electronic music producer, Mashtalir 
has worked in the fields of TV, film, 
and advertising in addition to 
exhibiting internationally.  
 
The method of Mashtalir's work is 
the exploration of the role of media 
in the development of literary art 
practices including video poetry, text 
generators and performance art. It is 
the exploration of how text can be 
transformed by mechanized reading, 
sonification and visualization and 
what are the possible limits of this 
transmedia play of interpretation. 
The main principles are formulated 
in his Machine Poetry Manifesto, 
addressing the idea of liberation of 
the machines (algorithms) from 
routine tasks and increasing the 
intensity of their use for creative and 
educational practices.  
 
His works been featured in a number of international festivals like LUMEN EX, ISEA, 
ZEBRA, Brooklyn Film Festival, Moscow Book Festival, ELO, E-Poetry, Oslo poesifilm, 
OTHER MINDS. Taras is currently Artist in Residence at ITMO University in St Petersburg, 
teaching a course of “Sonic Ecology: harmonious sonic aesthetics in urban environments”.  
 
Robert Prosser is an 
Austrian writer, poet and 
performer born in 1983. He 
studied Comparative 
Literature and Cultural 
Anthropology and spent 
several years in Asia, the 
Middle East, and Great 
Britain. Prosser has 
received numerous prizes 
and grants, most notably 
from the Robert Bosch 
Stiftung, Literarisches 
Colloquium Berlin as well 
as the Reinhard Priessnitz 
Prize for Literature. He 
lives in Vienna and Tyrol and is the Austrian curator of Babelsprech, an initiative in charge 
of the funding of young German‐language poetry. His second novel Phantome (Phantoms) 
was longlisted for the German Book Prize in 2017. www.robertprosser.at  


